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Throughout the long period of twenty years, there wns probably an ever 
present tendency to increase of tension during periods of nervous exhaustion, 
and disturbance of the vasomotor system, to which the patient wns peculiarly 
liable. The author thinks that the excavation of the disk in glaucoma is 
not a purely mechanical result of exalted pressure; it is, in part at least, an 
atrophic condition, which, though primarily due to pressure, includes vascular 
changes and impaired condition in tho substance of the disk, which requiro 
a long time for their full development, and which may probably progress, 
even though all excess of pressure be removed. 


After-treatment of Cases of Cataract Extraction. 

Berry recommends ( Ophth. Jieview, September, 1885) very careful anti¬ 
septic precautions. Boforo operation the conjunctival sac should ho thor¬ 
oughly washed out with a solution of corrosivo sublimate (1:6000). Tho 
instruments should be cleaned in absolute alcohol, and then immediately 
afterward laid in a solution of carbolic acid (1:20); whence, beforo being 
used, they should be transferred to a saturated solution of boric acid. After 
frequently washing out the conjunctival sac, during and after tho operation, 
with the sublimate solution, a piece of lint, dipped in tho same solution, is 
applied over tho closed lids, and on top of this a piece of gutta-pcrclm 
tissue, and then a pad of cotton-wool, the whole being retained in position 
by means of n light flannel bandage. In cases where a chronic conjunctivitis 
or epiphora exists, a thick layer of finely powdered iodoform is applied directly 
to the wound in tho eye before putting on the dressing. The dressing, is 
changed after twenty-four hours, tho eye examined, carefully bathed with 
the sublimate solution, and ngnin dressed in the same way. If a good anterior 
chamber is found, the wet antiseptic dressing, which is renewed every twenty- 
four hours, is exchanged on the fourth day for a dry antiseptic one, which 
merely consists in n pad of fine absorbent cotton-wool, dipped in the subli- 
mato solution, and allowed to dry on tho eye. On tho sixth or eighth day 
the bnndago may be changed to a shade. Berry uses mydriatics only when 
there is a trace of iritis, and myotics only in the rare cases in which extrac¬ 
tion is performed without iridectomy, and then only until the anterior chamber 
is reestablished, 

Positive Central Scotomata, and the Cause of Disturbance of 
Vision in Diseases of the Retina. 

Theitkl (Archiv ftUr Ophthal., xxxi. 1) distinguishes between scotomata of 
the retina and scotomata of the optic nerve. The first appear to tho patient 
as dark spots, while the latter nrc only discovered by the physician after an 
examination of the field. These ore known ns negative, while the former are 
called positive. Positive scotomata arc met with in retinal apoplexy, in 
hemorrhagic retinitis, and in retinitis albuminurica, in which symptomatic 
night-blindness does not occur. Positive scotomata arc to bo regarded ns 
cntoptic appearances. Here the transparency of the retina suffers. These 
positive scotomata are due to the shadow of these opacities, which is proved 
by the conditions under which the patients sec the gray spot most distinctly, 
and also by testing the parallax of the shadow. The color-sense in these 
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cases Buffers because the cones of the diseased part of the retina nro covered. 
Here is the difference between anomalies of tho visual sense occurring in 
disease of the retina, and similar anomalies occurring in disease of tho optic 
nerve. Tho principal difference between diseases of the retina and diseases 
of tho optic nerve docs not lie in tho loss of tho color-sense, which is met 
with in both, but in tho maimer in which this loss occurs. 

Abortion for tiib Albuminuric Retinitis of Pregnancy. 

Howe has analyzed {Amcr. Journ. of Ophtha!., May and June, 1885) all 
tho published cases of this kind which he could find ns far back as 1870, in 
order, if possible, to formulate some of tho indications as to tho time when 
interference may bo necessary. This analysis tends to show that when tho 
vision begins to be impaired only in tho last two weeks of pregnancy, recovery 
follows almost invariably. Of those 00303 described as being in tho eighth 
month, or thereabouts, when tho retinitis began, not one-half recovered, and 
several did not materially improve. Finally, when tho retinitis began earlier, 
and when nature did not interfere by bringing on a miscarriage, and when 
tho patient escaped with her life, it was only to remain permanently blind. 
Tho timo at which tho retinitis appears, and its degree, aro perhaps the more 
important factors in tho problem, but next to these tho quantity of albumen, 
and tho relative timo of its appearance, give an indication ns to the probablo 
result, llowo infers that tho induction of prcinnturo labor is warranted when 
tho retinitis appears in a comparatively early stage of pregnancy, and persists 
in spito of proper treatment; but is not warranted in tho last few weeks of 
pregnancy, in spito of the greater enso with which it is accomplished, unless 
tho inflammation is unusually soverc. 

A Case of Injury to the Eye from a Stroke of Lightning. 

Laker reports {Arch, of Ophthal ,., xiv. 2 and 3) a case of this raro injury 
in a soldier, aged twonty-three. A bolt of lightning passed through a window 
into tho room whero tho soldier was, and ho fell unconscious to tho floor. 
Wlion ho regained his senses ho was totally blind, and suffered for several 
hours from violent tonic and clonic spasms of tho lower extremities. There 
was no external trace of injury on any portion of his body. Ho remained 
totally blind for a week, nnd then his vision began to return and improved for 

two weeks, since which it remained unchanged. R. E. V. = — ; L.E. —. 

i.x lx 

Roth pupils were eccentric and oval, rather dilated and sluggish. Thcro were 
no posterior synechias. The tension was normal. Thcro wero numerous 
punctate opacities in tho nnterior cortex of tho right lens. Tho ret into were 
hazy nnd brownish-red, and tho outlines of tho disks indistinct. Tho vessels 
had ill-defined contours, and wero reduced in calibre. Roth optic disks were 
discolored grayish. Tho mnculn in the right cyo presented a round, bright 
red appearance, surrounded by a border of pigment. In tho left eyo tho 
region of tho macula showed a largo, bright red, rhomboid spot, nlso sur¬ 
rounded with pigment. In tlio right eyo thcro were also numerous, zigzag 
patches of pigment near tho disk, beneath tho vessels. In tho right eyo tho 



